










further reduction of biota prior to transfer over the basin divide. This design change would
further reduce risks associated with breach of the pipeline.

EP i\ recommends that the FEIS elaborate on the Bureau's commitments to address the
development of the following facility and engineering practices and components. While we
understand that the specifics of these practices and components will be addressed in design
documents (post ROD), it is important that the Bureau include additional information in the FEIS
in order to disclose some of the more important operations, response measures and contingencies
that would mitigate biota transfer. We recommend that the FEfS include information on the
following:

• appropriate engineering controls and fail-safe systems to prevent delivery of
inadequately treated water;

• facility inspection, operation, maintenance, and capital replacement plans to minimize
potential for facility degradation and future breakdowns;

• implementation of contingency plans. emergency response procedures, and periodic
exercises to address response to accidental rele,ases of untreated water;

• adequate controls to contain and prevent the release of any accidental spills of
recycled backwash or softening clarification supernatant; and

• treatment of sludge resulting from the filter backwash and softening clarification
processes to inactivate disinfectant-resistant pathogen spores or transport of this
material off-site for disposal at an appropriate facility within the Missouri River
Basin.

Risk Management! Adaptive Management Plan:

We commend your agency's commitment to develop an adaptive management plan for this
project. An adaptive management plan is a critical management tool for this project. Adaptive
resource management that includes monitoring and mitigation planning plays a significant role in
resource management and in managing risk and uncertainty.

Recommendations

EPA has previously suggested that the Bureau identify stakeholders who would be involved in
the adaptive management process. We recommend that a general outline of the scope of the
adaptive management plan be included in the FEIS. EPA remains willing to assist in the process
of developing and implementing the adaptive management plan.

We recommend that the adaptive management plan developed during the design phase include. at
a minimum, the following:

• the facility and engineering practices and components
• an appropriate water quality monitoring plan and program components focused on

minimizing the risk of biota transfer.
• a plan to mitigate the ecological effects on aquatic habitats if biota transfer occurs as a

result of accidental releases of untreated water.



• a list of potential stakeholders who could assist in this process.
• a draft timeline for implementation.


